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Australia’s Northern Territory
From Darwin and World Heritage-listed
Kakadu National Park in the tropical
Top End, to iconic Uluru (Ayers Rock)
in Australia’s vast Red Centre, the
Northern Territory is both timeless
and as ever- changing as the seasons.
Discover unforgettable tropical and
desert landscapes, and over 65,000
years of rich, living Aboriginal culture.

Darwin and the Top End
Darwin is Australia’s northern gateway and is fast becoming a popular port of call
for cruises either heading north into South East Asia, or heading south to explore
the rest of Australia and the South Pacific. Fort Hill Wharf, located adjacent to
Darwin city centre on Darwin Harbour, is a concrete decked multi-user berth
with a total length of 300m. Fort Hill Wharf provides modern air-conditioned
passenger terminal facilities for visiting cruise ships and port of embarkation point
for the growing number of expedition cruises exploring the Top End. These luxury
expedition cruises are an extraordinary way to reach remote areas inaccessible by
land, to see and experience Aboriginal art and culture, and observe remarkable
landscapes and marine life.

Be prepared for a close encounter with
a crocodile or try fishing for our famous
barramundi. Enjoy an epicurean array of
foods and indulge at our many eclectic
markets in vibrant Darwin. Explore the
rich pioneering heritage that makes
the Northern Territory Australia’s last
frontier.

Popular routes include Broome to Darwin and Darwin to Cairns, taking in the Tiwi
Islands, the Cobourg Peninsula and parts of Arnhem Land, exploring specialised
art and culture expeditions and the magnificent coastline.

Flight times to Darwin:
Adelaide
Alice Springs
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Broome
Cairns
Canberra
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Denpasar (Bali)
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I N D O N E S I A

3hr 35min
2hr 00min
3hr 50min
1hr 45min
2hr 20min
4hr 10min
4hr 15min
3hr 50min
4hr 15min
2hr 35min
2hr 40min
0hr 45min
4hr 30min
5hr 20min

Distances by sea from Darwin:
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Cover image: Darwin Cruise Terminal. Tauri Minogue / Tourism NT

Disclaimer: Distances in nautical miles are an estimate only.
This data is provided as a guide only and should not be used for technical purposes.
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Port attributes & detail
Darwin - Fort Hill Wharf
Minimum Channel Depth: Naturally deep harbour with
depths in excess of 32m
Maximum Draft: 11m
Berth Length: 300m
Channel Length: 7 nautical miles
Tidal Variation: Tidal variation can be 8.1m highest
astronomical tide
Prevailing Currents: Tidal flow in and out of harbour
Pilotage: Compulsory for any vessel over 35m
Distance to City: Waterfront Precinct 200m,CBD 800m via
walkway
Airport: Darwin International Airport approximately 13km
Services: Fresh water, fuel truck or bunker, sewage and
sludge, garbage, Meet & Greet, taxi rank, shuttle services on
request
Permits: Hot work permits required

Darwin - East Arm Wharf (Berth 4)
Minimum Channel Depth: Naturally deep harbour with
depths in excess of 32m
Maximum Draft: 11m
Berth Length: 265m
Channel Length: 9 nautical miles
Tidal Variation: Tidal variation can be 8.1m highest
astronomical tide
Prevailing Currents: Tidal flow in and out of harbour
Pilotage: Compulsory for any vessel over 35m
Distance to Darwin CBD: 20 km (25 minute drive)
Airport: Darwin International Airport, approximately
16km away
Services: Fresh water, fuel truck or bunker, sewage and
sludge, garbage, meet & greet and shuttle services on
request
Permits: Hot work permits required

Tiwi Islands, Cobourg Peninsula and
Arnhem Land
Anchorages: Available at Seven Spirit Bay, Maningrida,
Milingimbi, Galiwinku, and Yirrkala. Basic port facilities can
be provided on request.
Airports: Nearest airports at Darwin (DRW), Nhulunbuy
(GOV). Charter air services available at other areas
Services: Minimal port services available. Must be able to
provide own tender services. Basic tourism activities can be
arranged on request in advance
Permits: Must obtain permits for:
•
Tiwi Islands (info@tiwilandcouncil.com)
•
Cobourg Peninsula (pwpermits@nt.gov.au)
•
Yirrkala (permits@dhimurru.com.au)
and all other Arnhem Land ports through the Northern Land
Council (www.nlc.org.au).

Tiwi Islands
The Tiwi Islands are famous for their traditional lifestyle,
art and love of Australian Rules Football. On a day tour
from Darwin or as a separate port of call, visitors will soon
discover why the Tiwi Islands are nicknamed the ‘Island of
Smiles’. The Tiwi Islands comprise two islands – Bathurst
and Melville, which are 80 kilometres north of Darwin.
Visitors to Tiwi Islands can meet the local people, have tea
with the Tiwi ladies, explore the rich WWII heritage and
understand more about the Aboriginal cultural links to this
special place. Witness basket-weaving, carving, painting and
sculpture being created by local artists, and take a unique
souvenir home with you.

Cobourg Peninsula, Garig Gunak Barlu
National Park
Anchoring off shore, tenders can transport guests to Victoria
Settlement to wonder at the stone remains of a shortlived British settlement in Garig Gunak Barlu National Park
and gain a sense of 19th Century lifestyle in this harsh but
beautiful area. Seven Spirit Bay Resort offers a sophisticated
oasis to refresh, relax and unwind in this truly captivating
remote part of Australia.

Maningrida, Milingimbi, Galiwinku and Yirrkala

Bawaka, Arnhem Land. Rob Mulally / Tourism NT

Experience art the local way. Tour outdoor rock art galleries
and venture to remote community art centres. Arnhem Land
is rich in artistic experiences that are sure to leave a lasting
impression. Shore visits in Arnhem Land centre on the warm
hospitality of the local people, who take pride in showcasing
their art. Aboriginal-owned local art centres at Milingimbi,
Maningrida, Galiwinku (Elcho Island) and Yirrkala* exhibit
examples of traditional painting, sculptures, prints and crafts
with many available for purchase. They offer an opportunity
to meet the artists and share their story of the traditions and
connection to the land.
Contact: tourism@developingeastarnhem.com.au for
further information.
*Contact: tours@lirrwitourism.com.au for further
information on Yirrkala.

Darwin highlights
and shore excursions
Darwin’s History and Heritage

Darwin’s Cafes, restaurants and pubs

Colonial heritage is remembered in a diverse array of
museums and restored sites.

Darwin is one city that’s not short on places to enjoy a meal
and something cool to drink. You are guaranteed fresh
with seafood common on Top End menus. With the culinary
influence of more than 50 nationalities there are many
popular dishes prepared with local produce to tantalise
the taste buds. Dine in or sample the delights at one of
the many local markets offering tasty food to enjoy whilst
soaking up the atmosphere.

For military heritage, Darwin is unparalleled. As Australia’s
only location of major battles during World War II, the
city is home to many significant sites. Wander through
strategic underground oil tunnels built in the 1940s, or
join an informative tour of the RAAF explosives store and
Strauss airfield.
A centerpiece for World War II history is the Defence of
Darwin Experience, a state of the art museum featuring
interactive multimedia exhibits that will immerse you in
wartime Australia.
The story of the Bombing of Darwin is thoughtfully told
at the Royal Flying Doctor Service, five minutes from the
city centre or cruise ship terminal on Stokes Hill Wharf.
The vivid and dynamic display includes life-size holograms,
full-size Japanese Zero fighter planes, interactive shows,
storyboards and amazing virtual reality experiences.
Walk through one of the Territory’s most important
heritage sites, Fannie Bay Gaol in Darwin, and stand in the
original stone cells built in 1883.

Aboriginal Art and Culture
Discover the wealth and diversity of the region’s
Aboriginal culture and hear the ancient Dreamtime
stories that will enrich your Top End experience. From the
Arrernte people in Alice Springs, the Yolngu in Arnhem
Land to the Tiwi people of the Tiwi Islands near the Timor
Sea, over 40 different indigenous language groups reside
in the NT.
Darwin is world renowned for its art galleries showcasing
work from local and remote Aboriginal communities. Find
a treasure to take home at Aboriginal art galleries in the
city: Aboriginal Bush Traders on the Esplanade, Mbantua
Fine Art Gallery and upstairs at the Readback Book
Exchange (both in Smith Street Mall). Provenance Arts
is 100% Aboriginal owned and incorporates shopping,
exhibitions, demonstrations and a specialist Aboriginal
cultural tourism information service. The gallery is
located on the Stuart Highway, 5 minutes from the CBD.

Settle back with a cold drink at the Waterfront Precinct
within a “cooee” of the cruise terminal or try locally caught
seafood at the Stokes Hill Wharf (don’t forget to try local
barramundi or mud crab) providing year round panoramic
views of Darwin Harbour.

Top 5 things to do in the city
1 Wave pool / Waterfront Precinct Cool down with
a refreshing swim at the Wave Pool and Recreation
Lagoon. The Waterfront Precinct also offers plenty
of dining options overlooking the beautiful Darwin
harbour.
2 Crocosaurus Cove Enjoy 360 degree viewing of
some of the largest Saltwater Crocodiles in captivity.
Don’t forget to check out Burt, the star of the iconic
Australian movie Crocodile Dundee. The “Cage of
Death” is lowered into the same enclosure as some
of the largest saltwater crocodiles on the planet for
a unique face to face encounter.
3 Immerse yourself in Aboriginal Culture at the
various art galleries in Darwin.
4 Visit the Museum and Art Gallery of the
Northern Territory for an insight into the local
history, flora & fauna as well as Aboriginal and
contemporary art and Cyclone Tracy exhibit.
5 Jump on a bus and explore the best of Darwin in
comfort. There are opportunities along the way to
hop on and off to visit the attractions along the way.

Darwin Military Museum
Shaana McNaught / Tourism NT

Find more information and itineraries on northernterritory.com/cruise
For festivals and events visit northernterritory.com/things-to-do/
festivals-and-events

Darwin
Litchfield

Jumping Crocodile
Cruise
Travellers can view elusive, powerful
crocodiles in their natural habitat, the
Adelaide River (1hour from Darwin).

Litchfield National Park
Just 90 minutes from Darwin, Litchfield
National Park is a true wonder of the
Top End, replete with idyllic waterfalls,
pristine swimming spots, beautiful
walking trails and hidden natural
wonders. Plunge into crystal clear
waterholes including Buley Rockhole,
Florence and Wangi Falls or take a
short walk to the Tolmer Falls viewing
platform.

Territory Wildlife Park

Jabiru
(Kakadu)

Katherine

The Wildlife Park is a 45 minute
drive south of Darwin adjacent to
the Berry Springs Nature Park and
offers visitors authentic and upclose encounters with native wildlife
from tropical northern Australia.
Set amongst three distinct habitats,
visitors get to experience wildlife in a
stunning bushland setting.

One of Litchfield National Park’s most
impressive sights is the hundreds of
termite mounds standing up to four
metres high.

Kakadu National Park
Kakadu National Park covers nearly
20,000 square kilometres of exceptional
beauty and unique biodiversity, teeming
with wildlife. A world heritage listed
park of international importance,
Kakadu is home to significant Aboriginal
rock art sites set amongst the
spectacular sandstone escarpments.
Aboriginal people, the Bininj/Mungguy,
have lived on and cared for this country
for 65,000 years. Marvel at some of the
park’s prolific rock art, and get a sense
of one of the longest historical records
of any group of people on earth. As
you explore you will see a sample of the
more than 2,000 plant species, a quarter
of Australia’s freshwater fish species
and more than a third of its birds that
are resident in the park. Join a sunrise
or sunset cruise and see saltwater
crocodiles in the wild. Don’t forget
to pack the camera for that shot of a
lifetime.

Bistro Dining, Darwin
Greg Elms / Tourism NT

Buley, Litchfield National Park
Evelien Langeveld / Tourism NT

Ubirr, Kakadu National Park
Peter Eve / Tourism NT

Kakadu is three hours from Darwin
on the Nature’s Way tourism drive.
Alternatively you can book a day trip
with Kakadu Air, which includes scenic
flights, a Yellow Water boat cruise, lunch
at Cooinda and a visit to the Warradjan
Cultural Centre.

Jumping Crocodile Cruise, Adleaide River
Shaana McNaught / Tourism NT

Tiwi Islands
Shaana McNaught / Tourism NT

Explore Australia’s

Northern Territory
Pre and post cruise options

Katherine and Nitmiluk 		
National Park
Katherine and Nitmiluk National Park (3 hours from
Darwin) will leave you spoilt for choice in the region
where the tropics meet the outback.
The Northern Territory’s fourth-largest town, Katherine
is on the banks of the Katherine River, which flows from
the nearby world-renowned Katherine Gorge (Nitmiluk
National Park).
Nitmiluk National Park covers a vast area of escarpment
country, including 13 gorges carved from the ancient
sandstone country. Explore the world-famous park and
gorge country on foot, by canoe, boat or helicopter. The
58km Jatbula Trail passes waterfalls, monsoon rainforest,
stone country and Aboriginal rock art.
You can further explore the region and follow the
winding boardwalk through the limestone Cutta Cutta
Caves or relax in the Katherine Hot Springs 5 minutes’
from town.
Make a stop at Elsey National Park on your tour along
the Stuart Highway. Relax in its famous thermal springs,
explore heritage sites, and discover local 		
history including the setting for the 		
Australian autobiographical novel 				
We of the Never Never.

Uluru, Uluru Kata Tjuta National Park
Bronte Stephens / Tourism NT

Arnhem Land
Arnhem Land lies to the east of Darwin in Australia’s
Northern Territory, covering approximately 97,000 square
kilometres, with a population of just over 16,000, the
vast majority of whom are Aboriginal. It is home to the
traditional landowners, the Yolngu people. Permits are
required to visit the region. Arnhem Land is one of the
Top End’s most spectacular natural destinations. There’s
a new experience around every headland, on every
beach and down every trail. Beautiful scenery, remote
islands, rivers teeming with fish, rainforests, towering
escarpments and savannah woodland.

Central Australia
Just over 2½ hours flight from
most Australian ports, Central
Australia is perfect for a pre or post
cruise excursion, and certain to
be a highlight of every Australian
vacation.

one of the top 20 experiences by
National Geographic magazine.
Visit the Araluen Cultural Precinct
including galleries, museums and
sacred sites. The historical Old
Telegraph Station, marks the midpoint of the 19th century telegraph
line that linked Adelaide to Darwin
and the rest of the world.

A worthy detour in the region is
Kings Canyon, the highlight of
Watarrka National Park. Challenge
yourself on the Rim Walk to take in
the views or enjoy quad-biking or
camel riding at nearby Kings Creek
Station.

Uluru - Kata Tjuta
National Park

Alice Springs
Alice Springs is Australia’s most
famous outback town and an
epicentre for Aboriginal art,
featuring vibrant galleries, often
with the artists themselves at work.
Alice Springs is also adventure
territory with hot-air balloon rides,
camel treks, mountain biking and
four wheel drive tours into the
MacDonnell Ranges. Alice Springs
is renowned for its quirky bars and
menus that feature emu, kangaroo
and crocodile.
Highlights around Alice Springs
include the Larapinta Trail, one of
Australia’s Great treks and named

For the local Aboriginal people, the
Anangu, world heritage-listed UluruKata Tjuta National Park holds a
special cultural significance. Known
as the spiritual heart of Australia,
iconic Uluru (Ayers Rock) is one of
Australia’s most recognisable icons.
The sacred Aboriginal site is said to
be 700 million years old and its ability
to change colours during the day is
mesmerising. The park also features
the massive 36 domes of Kata Tjuta
(The Olgas) said to be over 500
million years old.
View the 348-metre high Uluru at
sunrise and sunset on a guided walk,
by bicycle, a camel tour or scenic
flight. The Sounds of Silence dinner
is an unforgettable experience.
Entered into the Australian Tourism
Hall of Fame, this outdoor experience
offers the best of the Red Centre
distilled into four magical hours
dining under the sparkling outback
sky.

Barkly Region
Tennant Creek and the Barkly
Tablelands are known for their
million-acre cattle stations, gold
mining heritage, iconic rock
formations and strong Aboriginal
culture. This vast land of brilliant
blue skies, boundless horizons and
plains of golden grasses dissects
the Territory between Alice Springs
and Darwin and is genuine Outback
Australia. Experience the culture
of local Warumungu people at the
Nyinkka Nyunyu Cultural Centre
before taking a trip out to the
glowing Karlu Karlu / Devils Marbles
in the day’s last light. This region of
Central Australia can be explored
by self-drive or on extended
accommodated tours.

Contacts in Australia’s Northern Territory
Shipping Agents In Darwin

Ground Handlers / ITO’s

Port Services In Darwin

GULF AGENCY COMPANY
(AUSTRALIA)

AKORN AUSTRALIA AND NEW
ZEALAND

DARWIN PORT OPERATIONS
PTY LTD

PO Box 308, Berrimah NT 0828
+61 8 8947 1725
shipping.darwin@gac.com
www.gac.com/Australia

+61 3 9536 1880
australia@akorndmc.com

GPO Box 390, Darwin NT 0801
1300 327 946
darwinport@darwinport.com.au
www.darwinport.com.au

INCHCAPE SHIPPING SERVICES
GPO Box 3646, Darwin NT 0801
+61 8 8981 2901
Darwin@iss-shipping.com.au
www.iss-shipping.com

BOB WOOD CRUISE GROUP
+61 7 5562 2039
BWCGCruisingDept@sthpactours.com.au

INTERCRUISES SHORESIDE &
PORT SERVICES
+61 2 9550 0047
Shorexau@ic.intercruises.com

NT SHIPPING AGENCIES
PO Box 443, Berrimah NT 0828
+61 8 8947 2570
ntsa@ntshipping.com.au

UNITED SHIPPING SERVICES –
UBS PROVEDORES
PO Box 37219, Winnellie NT 0821
+61 8 8947 5400
info@ubsprov.com.au
www.ubsprov.com.au

WILHELMSEN SHIPS SERVICE
PO Box 36169, Winnellie NT 0821
+61 8 8947 2882
Darwin@wilhelmsen.com
www.wilhelmsen.com

Specialised on Ground
Service

Tourism Organisations
TOURISM NT
GPO Box 1155, Darwin NT 0801
cruise.darwin@nt.gov.au
+61 8 8999 3900
www.tourismnt.com.au

TOURISM TOP END

NORTH AUSTRALIA YACHT
SUPPORT DARWIN

GPO Box 4392, Darwin NT 0801
1300 138 880
www.tourismtopend.com.au

www.northaustralianyachtsupport.com
+61 (0) 404 315 107

TOURISM CENTRAL AUSTRALIA
Corner of Todd Mall and Pearson Street,
Alice Springs 0870
1800 645 199
www.discovercentralaustralia.com.au

